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The MST is violently repressed 


Since the day before yesterday the landless rural 
workers' movement - Movimiento Dos 
Trabalhadores Rurales Sem Terra (MST) - has 
launched a "wave" of pacific invasions of public 
buildings in all Brazil's major cities to protest 
against the federal agrarian policy. 


The MST refuses to continue negotiations with 
Raul Jungman, the Minister responsible for 
agrarian reform. 


"The government's economic team has authority 
on this, not the Minister. Consequently we want to 
talk to the President and the Finance Minister." 


The MST demands an_ increase’ in land 
expropriation, an increase in the _ land 
redistribution budget and the unblocking of credits 
for small farmers. The MST wants to avoid police 
confrontation and provocation at all costs. 


As could be expected, all written press, radio and 
television portray an extremely negative image of 
the MST, calling the take-over of public buildings 
"terrorist attacks" and describing the landless as 
troublemakers, rebels. Once again the MST is 
condemned out of hand. 


The reason for this is simply that, as usual, the 
media are the government's puppet and that, with 
the exception of a handful of upright, independent 
journalists, everyone is denouncing the MST. 
Because the government does not have the 
slightest intention of undertaking Brazil's agrarian 
reform and the landless have been so for 500 
years. In addition, the "agricultural" elite behave 


as if they were in the Middle Ages, the members 
of the Union Democratica Ruralista (UDR), known 
as the Ranchers' union, are organising an armed 
struggle against the MST and no-one seems to 
find it anti-democratic. 


For the national television news (TV Globo), the 
members of the UDR are patriots and the Brazilian 
people wants "order" and the end of the current 
disorder. But when the same national news 
programme announces one death (yet one more) 
by shooting and 87 wounded amongst MST 
members during confrontations with Parana 
military police who were blocking them from 
entering the town of Curitiba, one might wonder 
who is at the source of this "disorder". 


The Parana military police has simply been given 
the right to kill so as to guarantee the elite's 
privileges and to impede the right to demonstrate 
and of free movement that the guaranteed to each 
Brazilian citizen by the country's Constitution. 


If any more proof were needed of how the media 
treats MST claims and the problems of agrarian 
reform, here are a few passages from an article 
published in a Porto Alegre newspaper which is 
not at all right-wing, the "Correio do Povo": 


SOCIAL TENSION INCREASES 


Social tension is increasing in Brazil, in particular 
in rural areas, due to the constant lack of respect 
of "private property". 


The invasion of Fazendas (large estates) and 
public buildings is becoming quite commonplace 
and follows a plan pre-set by the MST. To mark 
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the 500th anniversary of the "discovery" of Brazil, 
the MST has decided to organise 500 invasions 
this year and its leaders confirm that one fifth of 
them have already been carried out. 


The MST's new offensive and the government's 
inability to stop it have triggered a completely 
understandable reaction from the owners of the 
threatened areas. The President of the UDR (rural 
democratic union) asserts that Fazenda owners 
have a right to defend their property with 
weapons in their hands. 


The invasions have the ostensible support of the 
Pastoral Land Commission, whose _ President 
Tomas Balduino declares that this type of action is 
the only way forward to agrarian reform. 


It is therefore clear that, given the positions 
attacking and defending private property, there 
will soon be armed conflict in rural areas, avoided 
until now thanks to the patience and tolerance of 
rural property owners. 


It is true that the courts have always judged in 
favour of those seeking to retrieve their land after 
it has been invaded by the landless, but the 
damage caused is enormous’ and_ never 
compensated. It is clear that armed conflict should 
be avoided at all cost, but to do so the 
government must at last be prepared to protect 
private property. 


Social movements have a duty towards the 
"excluded" but they have no duty to promote the 
disrespect of this country's laws. If they break the 
law, as is currently the case for the MST, the 
government must hold them responsible for the 
offences they commit. 


Being a passive witness to agrarian reform by 
force, aS a_ revolutionary movement, is 
unacceptable and cannot be tolerated in a state of 
law. 


Greta van den Bempt, Grain de _  Sable's 
correspondent in Porto Alegre (Brazil) 
greta@attac.org 

First publication: Courriel d'information 133 
Translation: coorditrad@attac.org 





Haitian Pigs meet Globalization 


The following piece is from Common Courage 
Political Literacy Course - 
http: //www.commoncouragepress.com 





"The history of the eradication of the Haitian 
Creole pig population in the 1980's is a classic 
parable of globalization. Haiti's small, black, 
Creole pigs were at the heart of the peasant 
economy. An _ extremely hearty breed, well 
adapted to Haiti's climate and conditions, they ate 
readily available waste products, and _ could 
survive for three days without food. Eighty to 85% 
of rural households raised pigs; they played a key 
role in maintaining the fertility of the soil and 
constituted the primary savings bank of the 
peasant population. Traditionally a pig was sold to 
pay for emergencies and _ special occasions 
(funerals, marriages, baptisms, illnesses and, 
critically, to pay school fees and buy books for the 
children when school opened each year in 
October.) 


"In 1982 international agencies assured Haiti's 
peasants their pigs were sick and had to be killed 
(so that the illness would not spread to countries 
to the North). Promises were made that better 
pigs would replace the sick pigs. With an efficiency 
not since seen among development projects, all of 
the Creole pigs were killed over a period of 
thirteen months. 


"Two years later the new, better pigs came from 
lowa. They were so much better that they 
required clean drinking water (unavailable to 80% 
of the Haitian population), imported feed (costing 
$90 a year when the per capita income was about 
$130), and special roofed pigpens. haitian 
peasants quickly dubbed them "prince a quatre 
pieds," (four-footed princes). adding insult to 
injury, the meat did not taste as good. Needless to 
say, the repopulation program was a complete 
failure. one observer of the process estimated that 
in monetary terms Haitian peasants lost $600 
million dollars. There was a 30% drop in 
enrollment in rural schools, there was a dramatic 
decline in the protein consumption in rural Haiti, a 
devastating decapitalization of the peasant 
economy and an incalculable negative impact on 
Haiti's soil and agricultural productivity. The 
Haitian peasantry has not recovered to this day. 


"Most of rural Haiti is still isolated from global 
markets, so for many peasants the extermination 
of the Creole pigs was their first experience of 
globalization. The experience looms large in the 
collective memory. Today, when the peasants are 
told that "economic reform" and privatization will 
benefit them they are understandably wary. The 
state-owned enterprises are sick, we are told, and 
they must be privatized. the peasants shake their 
heads and remember the Creole pigs." 
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--From "Eyes of the Heart: Seeking a Path for the 
Poor in the Age of Globalization," by Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, http://www.eyesoftheheart. org 





World Bank is Inhuman Over 
Mozambique Debt Cancellation 


At a meeting of Jubilee 2000 South Africa's 
GAUTENG branch today, the duplicitous attitude of 
the World Bank on the Mozambiquean debt at this 
time of crisis in the country was condemned in the 
strongest of terms. 


The World Bank representative in Maputo, J] ames 
Coates, promised in the aftermath of the floods 
that "all the debt service of Mozambique to the 
World Bank in the next 12 months will be 
forgiven", and put this at a figure of US$10 
million. This was contradicted by the World Bank's 
expert and spokesman on the issue, J eff Katz. The 
World Bank has, in fact, merely decided to DELAY 
repayment, not CANCEL, Mozambique's enormous 
foreign debt. Mozambique will not be expected to 
service the debt for 12 months, but will have to 
pay larger amounts after this period. 


As activists in the struggle for social justice, 
Jubilee 2000 Gauteng are appalled by the two- 
faced attitude displayed by the Bank's Maputo and 
Washington officers. 


Repaying the foreign debt currently costs 
Mozambique US$1,4 million a week, eating up one 
fifth of the country's export earnings each year. 
Mozambique's total debt stands at US$8,3 billion, 
a huge burden on one of the poorest countries in 
the world, all the more so in that the debt is used 
by the World Bank as a means of imposing its 
structural adjustment policies on the country. 


Jubilee 2000 demands an immediate write-off of 
all Third World debt, plus reparations for the 
social, ecological and economic devastation that 
have accompanied the Third World debt crisis. 


In its time of severe need, Mozambique is the 
right place to start, with full cancellation. The 
World Bank is showing its true colours with its 
mean approach, misleading Mozambique's people 
and demanding the debt repaid, later, when world 
sympathy for Mozambique's plight has ebbed. 


For these reasons, Jubilee Gauteng joins social 
movements across the world, during the course of 
the next month, prior to the World Bank/|IMF 
annual spring meetings in Washington to be 


chaired by Trevor Manuel, SA's finance minister, in 
demanding the World Bank and all international 
creditors cancel all debt. The World Bank's devious 
approach to Mozambique also underlines our call 
for the Bank and IMF to be shut down, as dangers 
to peace and prosperity in one of the world's 
poorest countries. 


statement by the Jubilee 2000 South Africa 
GAUTENG Branch and Dr. Joseph Hanloon on the 
World Bank's attitude against the growing global 
campaign for total cancellation of the 
Mozambique Debt 


TRADE-CENTRAL AMERICA: Enormous 
US Market to Open Its Doors 


By Néfer Munoz 


SAN JOSE, May 5 (IPS) - The United States has 
made the Central American and Caribbean 
business community very happy by completing the 
first step towards full approval of a preferential 
trade package for the region. 


Textile and clothing manufacturers in Central 
America and the Caribbean await investments 
totalling one billion dollars over the next four 
years, thanks to the expansion of the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. 


The investment bill was approved Thursday by the 
US House of Representatives, but must still be 
passed by the Senate and signed by president Bill 
Clinton. Even so, there is an atmosphere of 
triumph = surrounding Central America's textile 
industry. 


Once the law goes into effect, the Central 
American and Caribbean manufacturers would be 
able to export their textile and clothing products 
to the United States, paying zero tariffs. 


"We are very pleased because the measure will 
permit strong growth in the’ region," Jesus 
Canahuati, president of the Honduran Maquiladora 
Association, told IPS. 


Foreign investment in the sector is expected to 
grow in Central America and the Caribbean, which 
in 1999 exported textiles and clothing valued at 
8.9 billion dollars. 


But the bill will undoubtedly benefit the region's 
major textile producers most: the Dominican 
Republic, Honduras and El Salvador. 
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The industry's expansion in Honduras alone will 
produce 25,000 to 30,000 new jobs each year, 
calculates Canahuati. 


The region's textile business community is 
celebrating an important victory. In 1994 industry 
leaders began to press for better conditions for 
putting their products on the US market. They 
were threatened by competition from Mexico, 
which that year entered into the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with the United 
States and Canada. 


Mexican exports to the United States have 
continued to multiply in the years since then. 


"We are finally on an even playing field with 
Mexico and now, yes, we can compete," 
Canahuati said. 


The bill the US House passed, known as Trade and 
Development 2000, is the most important free 
trade initiative considered by the US Congress 
since the Uruguay Round of 1994. 


This new law prolongs the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative until 2008 and grants tariff benefits to 
all clothing items made in Central America and the 
Caribbean using US-produced fabric. 


The law also rewards clothing made with US fibres 
up to a maximum of 250 million square metres, 
with a 16 percent increase in the first three years. 


"This is a victory for the entire region and is going 
to have a major social impact,'' Miguel Shyfter, 
president of the Costa Rican Textile Quota 
Committee, told IPS. 


The new outlook is encouraging to Central 
American and Caribbean industry leaders, as it 
suggests strong growth especially in the 
maquiladora and textile sectors. 


The term 'maquiladora' applies to companies 
whose products are exclusively for export, and 
are manufactured using materials imported at 
zero tariffs. 


Shyfter commented that even though 
maquiladoras are criticised for having 


substandard work conditions, no other productive 
sector of the economy could offer the thousands 
of jobs, primarily for women, that will be created 
once the United States passes the trade law. 


According to local experts, the new tariff benefits 
are seen as an_ incentive for regional investment 
and will mean millions of dollars in savings for 
local companies. 


In Costa Rica, textile export firms would save 
approximately 50 million dollars annually. 


The textile industry there directly employs 36,000 
people and is responsible for 21 percent of the 
nation's exports to the United States, with just 
over 800 million dollars annually. 


Severino Mata, spokesman for Agexpront, a 
Guatemalan association for exporters of non- 
traditional products, explained that the US bill also 
permits any use of the fabrics, which will greatly 
benefit local clothing manufacturers. 


In El Salvador, experts predict that within three 
years maquiladora export income will surpass the 
cash remittances sent to citizens by relatives in 
the United States. 


Money sent by Salvadoran residents of the United 
States to their families back home reaches 1.3 
billion dollars annually, and is the principal source 
of cash in El Salvador. 


The US Senate is likely to vote on the Trade and 
Development 2000 bill next week, the final text of 
which was drafted by members of a joint 
congressional committee. If it passes, the bill 
would then go to Clinton for his signature - 
almost a shoe-in, since his office applauded the 
House's approval of the bill Thursday. 


The new law would go into effect this October 1, 
according to Central American textile industry 
experts. 


First publication: 
<StopWTORound@egroups.com> listserv Monday 
May 8th 





